Report on Rescue effort 2008 – Tilehurst Globe 

Many comments in our reports from previous years Tilehurst Rescue still apply. Here is a summary of actions that might encourage permanent improvements.

General

Whereever there is a skip, people come and dump their waste. We had two incidents this year 

1. after the skip in Kentwood Hill was secured and ready for removal – additional builders rubbish was dumped alongside the skip and 

2. a printer remained where the Potteries skip had been. 

Signs are posted on the skip that these are prohibited items. The organisers were left with the problem of arranging for the removal of the items which thankfully the council arranged for us.

This is an ongoing problem in the West of Reading – it is still far too easy to dump. When we hold this event many people ask if we could do it twice a year. It has also been suggested that the council could hold the event once a month – like they used to. People remember when once a month the Council brought a high sided bin for people to dispose of their rubbish. It was held on a Saturday morning in the Recreation Road car park. We accept that this only encourages people to buy and dispose of unnecessarily but it could be revamped as an idea. If  the bin were purpose built for recycling, ie separate bits of the bin especially for the glass, batteries, paper, etc etc to reflect what is collected in the new civic amenity centre we feel that this would be a real contribution to the recycling effort in West Reading.
Central Tilehurst

NCP car parks behind Coop and in Dunstall Close are a disgrace

Local businesses (eg Parkers) should take more responsibility for the litter on their premises

KFC should take greater part in removing their litter

We still have insufficient number of large litter bins – a week after the clearup many corners are again littered – we think because litter is blown out of the bins as well as dropped by the inconsiderate public

Blundells Copse

There are massive piles of rubbish by Bran Close entrance at the back of the houses in Ogmore Close and Teviot Road. We did not attempt to clear this since there is no easy way for voluteers to move the massive amounts of rubbish. This has been reported to the authorities and we hope that it will be removed promply. Since this is obviously from the houses nearby we would hope for the odd prosecution pour encourager les autres. 

The turnout to help clear Blundells was spectacular especially considering how the weather was not favourable. There is now a real sense of ownership of the copse by many local people.

McIlroys

Contact resident’s backing on to McIlroys on Thirlemere Avenue re back fences and dumping – some of the dumping is blatantly from these houses.

Since the rescue weekend at least one volunteer has reported specific dumping.

Gypsy Lane/Kentwood end of Arthur Newbury

Many, many piles of the Evening Post dumped. When contacted The Evening Post  removed them with alacrity

Also a massive pile of Yellow Pages was found. 
More should be done to ensure that the deliveries are being done properly. People need to know what to do about the problem of this type of flytipping. Can there be more publicity about what to do it you find the abandoned newpapers/magazines.
The dog poo problem has largely been resolved thanks to the new bit provided .

The fence by the bus layby is still broken. It should be fixed to help prevent access and dumping at this point.

Summary of Weekend

	Session
	Number of adult volunteers
	Number of children volunteers
	Where cleared

	Saturday am
	11
	2
	Central Tilehurst including  ground behind Coop, along School Road, Triangle, Walnut Way, Blagrave Rec. etc

	Saturday pm
	9
	6
	Blundells Copse

	Sunday am
	11
	4
	Bottom end of McIlroys, by the railway house

Beechwood Ave to Princeof Wales

	Sunday pm
	4
	1
	Gypsy Lane – up to McIlroys, Kentwood Hill side of Arthur Newbury Park

	Total volunteers for sessions
	35
	13
	


During this years Rescue it was noted that:

Central Tilehurst

On Saturday morning we cleared the hedges and parks around central Tilehurst. 

The car parks

· The state of the car parks (the two NCP car parks in Tilehurst one behind Coop and the other by Dunstall Close) is very poor. There is a lot of rubbish and noone seems to take on the ownership of clearing the mess. Because of the large area of the sites the messiness is very unwelcome – and causes the area to look run down.
· There is still no news about the redesign of the car park – Oliver Burt was to keep us informed about this and we understood at the time – in 2002 – that money had been set aside for improvements. Tilehurst Globe liaised with Oliver Burts department and residents sent in their views about the siting of the recycling area. We have had no further feed back despite attempts each year to establish whether this is a dead project (in which case what happened to the funds set aside for the project) or whether it is merely postponed . Since then the car parks seem now to have been given over to NCP. So 1 what has happened to the money that was put aside by the council for the refurbishment? 2 what will NCP do to enhance the car park and make it less of an eyesore? (planing trees etc would be a good starting point)
· Since the rebuilding and extension of the shutters business, the worst of the untidiness in this corner is improved – at least not visible. However, a lot of litter still there, if not such an obvious eyesore.

· We could still do with a really large capacity bin here – by the bus stop. It possibly merits two tall bins in this stretch of road. The only big bins are on the other side of the road. We still have the small bin located away from the bus stop. We have asked for more bins in previous years but still do not have them.

The Triangle

· The patch of green behind the Triangle on Walnut Way still attracts dumping. 
· The hedge outside Parkers Estate agents and the Solicitors usually attracts rubbish. It would be nice if those businesses would take responsibility for clearing them – say once a week. Is there any way of asking them to take responsibility for clearing the rubbish or gently reminding them that it doesn’t look too good for their business. They recognise the help of volunteers  (ie they always display a RESCUE poster), but their sense of ownership of the problem so far is very limited.
· We are very pleased that the Triangle area is cleared by RBC and it is widely noticed that the Triangle area is very much tidier than it used to be. Is KFC being charge by RBC for this clear up service? Although there are quite a few other fast food places in the area it is always KFC rubbish that is most widely strewn about. 
· We noticed that the waste bins in the Triangle are now good and deep and have the good effect of encouraging people to be responsible. However in other places the waste bins are inadequate (see also note above). Even when our good citizens put rubbish in the bins the chances are that the wind will blow it out. The worst culprits are the small bins on lamp posts. The green bags fill most of the available space. We need bins that allow the rubbish to fall deep inside without effort or having to put hands deep into the bin. We have asked for better bins before (especially in Victoria Rec.) but nothing has been done.
Blundells Copse 

On Saturday afternoon we cleared the area along the stream and along the main paths – especially along the brilliant new circular path. Again the litter is mainly drinks cans, but there were a lot of bottles here as well. There were also the usual crisp packets, chocolate wrappers etc. We had a really good turn out of volunteers – especially young people and children from nearby houses. There was not the volume of litter that there has been in previous years. 
So saying there is one serious patch of dumping – up against the houses in Ogmore Close and Teviot Road. Where the path starts at Bran Close there is a huge pile of household rubbish. It looks suspiciously like dumping from the houses in Ogmore.  And even worse on the other side of the squared off section there is massvie dumping – again from houses in Teviot Road. We did not to move this pile of rubbish  – since it is difficult to approach – and heavy. However, it needs serious attention, and we have advised the parks department and this is ongoing.  

Mcilroys

On Sunday morning we cleared a particularly messy area of Mcilroys. The entrance into the park on Thirlemere Avenue (by the railway house). During the year Reading Council had already cleared the worst of the big stuff after it was reported by a volunteer, so many thanks for that. However, just to each side of the path up as far as the grassy open area was not good. We cleared a huge pile of rubbish from this area. There are houses that back on to the park. Many of these do not have back fences and it would seem that they use the park as an extension of their own houses – but for dumping rubbish. We think that this deserves special attention from the Parks Dept of Reading Council to put a stop to it. Once it is cleared it is a really pretty wooded area.

We also cleared the bank that runs down to Norcot Road. Again it is mostly plastic bags, crisp packets, and sweet papers, but quite a few beer glasses from the pub. Would that people were more responsible about their own litter.

This year a printer was left after the skip was removed. A significant improvement on the previous year, even if not welcome.

Beechwood Avenue to Prince of Wales Pub

Report by Pam Webb who organized another very successful session again.

We cleared litter from the Prince of Wales to the end of Beechwood Ave although there was not as much as there had been last year when we cleared it for the first time.

 

Together we collected  bags of brambles, weeds, leaves, branches and general litter eg KFC boxes, drinks cans, plastic bottles, sweet wrappers etc etc.

 

We collected a bag full of glass - mostly beer bottles - some of it was broken including glasses from the pub.  However RBC were happy to collect it all.

 

There were only 3 items worth mentioning -

    1 - an estate agent's board - I 'phoned Patrick Williams and it was collected on Monday

    2 - an empty petrol can - I put this by the skip at Rusts

    3 - an RBC employee's identity card - I posted this to their HR department

We also found a hedgehog and a frog which caused great excitement for the children.  They were both taken home by Dad !

 

I would you like you to thank RBC for their prompt collection of our bags.  I think they were collected about an hour after I rang.

 

I received a note from one of our volunteers thanking me for organising everything.  Those thanks, together with my own, should go to you and Jenny.

 

Gypsy Lane 

On Sunday afternoon this year we tidied along Gypsy Lane again. There is still no return of the heavy dumping that there used to be in previous years. There is still litter – but of the crisp and sweet paper variety. However, there are piles of newspapers all the way along Gypsy Lane. There must be at least 20 bundles of the Evening Post left to rot. But of course a thick bundles of paper do not rot very quickly. We hope that the Evening Post deal with the problem – and possibly catch the culprit.  

The area by the number 18 bus layby in Kentwood Hill was still reasonably tidy. We noticed that the fence is still broken. If the fence along the edge of Arthur Newbery Park were fixed we are sure that there would be a lot less dumping of litter in this part of the park. We have asked for it to be repaired for some years.

The skip here was overflowing with large household items. Is there evidence that the end of free bulky waste collection is stopping people from disposing of these large items. A free skip seems to get filled immediately! 

And to the bloke (it would be a bloke wouldn’t it) who left the builders rubbish, no thanks. Make you feel good did it? The organizers know that you don’t care, but we had to make special arrangements to have it removed. It was removed at the cost of the council tax payers. Why did you do it? 

General Remarks – praise where due

A note re the Reading Borough Council skimming service that operated this year. They were brilliant last year and even better this year! Without them the weekend could not work so successfully. This year they did exactly what they said they would do – and came pretty much at the times that they said they would. Wonderful chaps!

Many thanks to all the people who turned out to help clear up the mess. We did not have very good weather (especially on Sunday morning) but still people turned out – and we had record numbers helping in Blundells. 

